256.  LETTER TO R. DORAISWAMY
SATYAGRAHA ASHRAM, SABARMATC,
August 28> 1928
DEAR FRIEND,
I have your letter, I must draw your attention to the fact
that my definition of a "spinner" applies to voluntary spinners, not
to paid spinners. I know from experience that not much time
has to be given to doing one's own carding and that those who do
spinning for the love of it should generally be able to find time
for doing their own carding a small quantity, I have done it
myself, though in order to save every minute of my time I have
given it up, because there are so many to supply me with slivers.
But for the sake of accuracy, I propose to do my own carding,
even though I am now supposed to be in a very weak state of
health, and publish the result in Young India. You should certainly
be supplied with spindles from the Tamil Nad Branch as also from
the Satyagraha Ashram or Bardoli. There is however a great
difficulty in having an unlimited supply of true spindles, because
straightening taxes the eyes of workers, so much so that one man
who used to straighten up 60 spindles per day very nearly lost
his eyes. At the Ashram and at Bardoli, therefore, not much
encouragement is given to those who want true spindles. Straight-
ening can be learnt by application. Once a person learns it, he
can straighten his own spindle in a very short time and straight-
ening once in a way does not tax the eye at all. Attempts were
being made by the Association to get a piece of machinery whereby
true spindles can be turned out. But in spite of all effort, up to
now such a machine has not been found. I am however for-
warding your letter to the Tamil Nad Branch in order that what-
ever is possible might be done in order to help voluntary spinners.
R. DORAISWAMY
KHADI AGENT, KUMBAKONAM
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